
The Westwood Historical Commission and 
the Westwood Historical Society Partner to 
Feature Norfolk County Register of Deeds, 
William P. O’Donnell 
 
On Thursday, February 6 at 7:30 p.m., Willian P. O’Donnell will 
speak about the historical nature of the Norfolk County Registry 
and the efforts that have been made to modernize and 
computerize the vast number of Norfolk County real estate 
records. The Register will also review several consumer initiatives 
they have undertaken to make record searches easier and can 
share information about the Massachusetts Homestead Act. 
Following his remarks, William P. O’Donnell and members of his staff will be available for 
questions – and you may use on-site work stations to check the status of a mortgage discharge, 
print a copy of your deed and see how the Registry’s On-Line Land Records Database works. 
 
This is a community initiative sponsored by the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds – to provide a 
convenient way for residents to learn more about how the Registry serves Norfolk County. 
Although Registry staff cannot provide legal advice, they will be able to answer basic questions, 
provide general information, take a document for recording and assist in filling out a Declaration 
of Homestead form.  
 
Prior to his tenure as Register, Mr. O'Donnell served for ten years as an elected County 
Commissioner for Norfolk County and as a Trustee of Norfolk County's highly regarded 
Agricultural High School. He is a graduate of Boston College Law School, Georgetown 
University, and Xaverian Brothers High School and was admitted to the Massachusetts Bar in 
1985. Register O'Donnell and his wife, Susan J. (Thornton) O'Donnell, live in Norwood with their 
three children.  

This program will be held at the Fisher School (830 High Street, Westwood), is open to the 
public, handicap accessible and free of charge. Parking is available in front of the Thurston 
Middle School. Refreshments will be served. 

*** 

The mission of the Westwood Historical Commission (WHC) is to identify, document, and 

protect Westwood’s historic resources, and to increase public awareness of Westwood’s 

heritage and the value of historic preservation through the guidance and council of the 

Massachusetts Historical Commission in cooperation with other Town boards and committees. 

The WHC endeavors to be a preservation and information resource to all citizens of Westwood 

and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts through research, public meetings, and local media 

outlets. 

The Westwood Historical Society is a charitable, educational institution, organized under 

Chapter 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and completely supported through membership 

and private donations. For more about the Society (or to contribute), go to 

www.westwoodhistoricalsociety.com. (Membership and contribution forms are found under the 

“About Us” tab.) 

http://www.westwoodhistoricalsociety.com/

